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Industry sectors covered by COCIR

COCIR covers 4 key industry 
sectors:
• Medical Imaging
• Radiotherapy
• Health ICT
• Electromedical

Our Industry leads in state-of-art advanced 
technology and provides integrated 

solutions covering the complete care cycle

COCIR is a non-profit trade association, founded in 1959 and having offices in 
Brussels and China, representing the medical technology industry in Europe
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32 COCIR Company Members



page 6 of total

15 COCIR National Trade 
Associations Members
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COCIR at international level

2016: DITTA MoU with the World Bank
2015: DITTA was granted a NGO status with WHO
2014: DITTA has official liaison with AHWP
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COCIR activities on Digital Health are 
organised around 3 pillars

1. Monitoring technical and regulatory frameworks: MDR, 
MSW, GDPR, Interoperability, ICT Standardisation, HTA

2. Developing Business conditions: business models, 
market intelligence, procurement mechanisms & 
funding mechanisms, market intelligence, R&I, VBHC

3. Parternsips: EU funded projects, Blueprint, ICDP/DP 
coalition, Integrated Care Alliance
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2016 COCIR eHealth Position Papers



2. Common challenges for Health 
Systems: demographic and 

epidemiology context
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There is a wide agreement that current trends …
• demographic transition to an ageing society combined with 
• increasing burden of chronic diseases and growing complexity of physical 

and mental health comorbidities

… are putting pressure on health and social care systems across the Globe that 
struggle to meet population needs

We need:
– a transformational change in the funding, designed  and delivery of care systems. 
– Digital health and the principles underpinning Integrated care must be part of that 

transformation

Demographic and epidemiology challenge (1/4)
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Percentage of aged over 65 years to reach 30% by 2060

Source: Health at Glance 2016, European Commission and OECD

§ On average across EU countries, the share of the 
population aged over 65 increased from less than 
10% in 1960 to 19% in 2015, and is projected to 
increase to nearly 30% by 2060

§ Around 50 million EU citizens are estimated to suffer 
from two or more chronic conditions, and this number 
is expected to increase in coming years

Demographic and epidemiology challenge (2/4)
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§ Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) are one of the 
major health and development challenges of the 21st 
century. NCDs are the leading cause of death globally

§ In the EU, about 555 000 people aged 25 to 64 died 
from major NCDs in 2013

§ Premature deaths due to NCDs are estimated to produce 
an economic loss of €115 billion per year due to loss of 
productive life years 

Demographic and epidemiology challenge (3/4)

Source: Health at Glance 2016, European Commission and OECD



page 14 of total

ResilientEffectiveAccessible

Focus to improve access, effectiveness and resilience 
of European Health Systems

EC Policy measures to tackle challenges (4/4)

Source: Health at Glance 2016, European Commission and OECD



3. Common responses to 
develop Digital Health - COCIR 

recommendations 
(policy, economic models and enabling framework)
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Digital innovation and transformation

§ Digital innovation can 
support health and social 
care systems in their 
transformation journey

Digital Health 
Transforming 
Health and 
social care 
systems

Better Quality of Life 
for citizens

Sustainability of 
health and care 

systems

Economic Growth 
and Job creation
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Digital Health is present throughout the 
complete care pathway

Digital Health
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The Digital Health industry – through Cloud Computing based services, Big Data analytics 
or mHealth - can support the transformation of health and care systems in multiple ways …

1. Enabling the delivery of integrated health and care services and better coordination 
across the health and social domains

2. Improving the accessibility, efficiency, effectiveness and resilience of health systems

3. Supporting the transition to outcome-based health and care models (value-based 
healthcare)

4. Reducing preventable harm in the delivery of health and care services (increased 
safety)

5. Accelerating biomedical research and the development of new health technologies

6. Empowering patients and make them active partners in their care

7. Supporting the population-at-large to remain independent and active in society

The value of Digital Health
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1

2

Secure political leadership and develop national and regional digital health 
evidence-based roadmaps

Seek better alignment in demand-side and supply-side innovation policies
to establish a stronger industry competitiveness and support market growth

Align innovation and industrial policies with health and social care policies
to create a multi-sectorial response to the demographic change and the 
burden of chronic diseases 

Common responses (1/3)

POLICY 

3
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1

2

Develop value-based reimbursement models to reward the value of digital solutions

Build sustainable and coherent funding framework for digital health solutions to 
maximize the use of regional, national, European and international financing 
instruments

Promote new financing models that bring together public and private organisations 
to support continuous innovation and large scale deployment

Common responses (2/3)

ECONOMIC MODELS and FINANCING

3
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1

2

Facilitate the deployment of interoperable solutions and the adoption of international 
standards

Support proper training and education of the health and social care workforce. Create 
a new generation of ICT skilled workforce and data scientists for the health and social 
care sector.

Develop Health data governance frameworks to clarify, streamline and establish 
transparent processes to manage and optimize safe use of health data

Build public confidence in information security and make the public case for sharing 
health data, addressing public concerns around the possible misuse of health data

Common responses (3/3)

ENABLING FRAMEWORK 

3

4
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Our health systems face common challenges and we share common goals
Digital health is a critical tool that will contribute to accelerate the transformation of 
our health and social care systems and scale-up digital health innovations, but we 
need political commitment and leadership backed by sustainable funding and an 

enabling framework innovation

Conclusion



Thank you!
www.cocir.org


